
 

 

 

CIRM RFA 07-03 
Application # FA1-00600-1 
 Functionality Score: B 
 Value Score:   C 
 
 
Overall, the research function fits nicely into the floor plans. The large, open laboratories and 
zoning of the research benches and the adjacent open support space provide very efficient use 
of the floor area.  Utilizing existing Cores minimizes the amount of CIRM money that would be 
required to replicate these spaces. 

 
Functionality  
 
Flexibility for programmatic change is enhanced by the use of modular, flexible casework 
systems with overhead utility distribution systems. The PIs are assigned benches, not rooms, 
that can easily expand or compress as their programs change.  
 
A critical mass of researchers is accomplished by the assigning of 6 PIs to a floor, with their 
offices co-located for good interaction. The use of the corridor for informal interaction spaces, 
such as the soft seating area and the coffee bar between the offices and the laboratories, 
should encourage the necessary exchange of ideas. The large staircase between floors 
encourages vertical circulation and enlivens the interaction areas. These interaction areas also 
provide a place outside the laboratory for the researchers to eat or have a cup of coffee. The 
library space is large for a modern science library where most all journals are now available on 
line; however, the on-floor research conference space is too small for the number of researchers 
and their associated teams.   
 
Value 
 
 00600-1 CoE Avg Range 
The Net/Gross sf  ratio of the overall building  67.1% 67.9% 67.1% - 68.8% 
The Building Project cost / gsf $ 608 $918 $608 - $1,228 
The asf of Lab + Lab Support + PI Office 
space / PI 

2,084 2,281 2,084 – 2,478 

The ratio of Lab to Lab Support 1:0.45 1:0.53 1:0.45 – 1:0.60 
The asf Core / PI 622 408 194 – 622 
The group 2 equipment budget / PI $161,242 $388,954 $161,242 - 

$616,666 
CIRM funds / PI $2,083,333 $2,083,333 $2,038,333 
 
Other support spaces in the building such as the Fitness Center and the Conference Center with 
its associated support spaces, are nice amenities but not typically found in research buildings. 
These spaces are serving the institute not just the occupants of the building.  Also the large Bio-
specimen storage space is excessive, however, the space is offered as a Statewide resource. 
As an institute, not located within an academic campus, the cost of construction is the lowest 
among all applicants with new buildings.  
 
The ratio of laboratory support space to lab space is low.  This may be due to the significant 
amount of Core space in the existing institute. It also represents a savings / cost benefit of not 
having to build this space new.  


